Should You Attend College with Your Friends?

By David Stoffer


A few years ago, a high school counselor noticed that a particular university appeared to be getting more selective. He had noticed students from his high school were being refused admission to this institution with the same academic credentials as students who gained admission in previous years. He called the director of admissions and asks, “What’s wrong with our students?  Don’t you want our kids anymore?” “To the contrary.” Responded the director. “We love your students. The problem is we don’t want to transplant your entire senior class to our campus. Have you noticed how many of your students applied this year.” The number of applicants has risen to 45. “ You averaged three to five applicants in the past. We can’t take everyone. We are not any more competitive than we have been in the past.” stated the director.


What happened at this school is a phenomenon that happens at every high school practically every year. A significant number of students decide to attend the same college or university together. A popular student or two applies and the next thing you know a large number of seniors follow with applications. In college admissions circles this is called “grouping.” The fear of the unknown and the insecurity of leaving life cause long friends creates this occurrence. Certainly this scenario has happened before and will happen again.  Looking at such situations logically it can’t be considered a healthy practice. Every student is different and institutions of higher learning are different. A selected college or university should fit the student’s individual needs, not the needs of a group of friends. I haven’t seen too many instances where grouping has been successful.  


Another problem with grouping is the fact that college admissions offices do not like to admit large numbers of students from the same high school. This statement may surprise many college bound students. I might add, however, that public institutions have little control of over the situation, particularly for in-state students. The reason is in state students are children of taxpayers. Public universities are usually required, to give preferential admissions treatment to in-state students that meet that institution’s admission criteria.

